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On beRalQ 04 the Sydney U ~ i v e r s i t y  Medical Soc ie ty ,  1 b i d  you 

w e l c m e . " f e e t  F i r s t V s  how most of us enter  the course,and t h i s  
book le t  has been w r i t t e n  by your f e l l o w  students i n  an attempt t o  
make l and ing  Orm the l o d t y  he igh ts  o f  S i x t h  Form t o  the humble 
"bresRern a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r .  

When you chose t o  s tudy Medicine you not  on ly  chose a course 
oO ins t ruc t i on ,bu t  a way 04 l i f e . &  way 0 9  l i + e  t ha t  w i l l  occupy You 
+or  a t  l e a s t  the next s i x  years ; so you had b e t t e r  l e a r n  Po enjoy 
i t !  There w i l l  be i n c r e d i b l e  demands on your t ime and 
perseverance(ever t r i e d  doing three HSCs i n  one year 
bebor@?),Howeuer l i 4 e  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  1s f a r  more than j u s t  exams and 
s tudy ing .  

Because we are such a c lose  k n i t  bunch i n  the Faculty(what do 
you expect when you spend 6 years i n  such a  remote corner 04 the 
U n i v e r s i t y ? ) ,  there are l o t s  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  get ~ n v o l v e d  i n  
o ther  a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s  i s  your chance t o  get out  there and enjoy 
~ o u r s e l f . Y o u  @ill probably Q i n d  t h a t  "getting i n v o l v e d n b e  i t  the 
Ned Rauue;student p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  Mediczl  Society,or j u s t  a t tend ing  
Medsoc p a r t i e s  makes the course seem much more enjoyable,  

So use t h i s  book le t  as your t r a v e l  gu ide through the to r tuous  
path 0 4  F i r s t  Year.14 you read t h i s  book c a r e f u l l y ,  i t  w i l l  send 
YOU i n t o  the course t h i n k i n g  r a t h e r  than f o l l o w i n g  your Qect 9 i r s t .  

Good luck  w i t h  the course and enjoy i t  too !  
Choong Siew Yong 

Senior Undergraduate Vice President  
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THE MEDICAL SOCIETY AND YOU 

WELCOME TO THE WIDE M D  WONDERFUL WORLD OF MEDSOC! When you 
accepted the o f fe r  t o  enter  Medicine, l i t t l e  d i d  you suspect t h a t  
you would a l so  become a member 0 4  the most dynamic and 4 r i e n d l y  
organ isa t ion  on campus.For the next  s i x  years, Medsoc w i l l  supply 
your textbooks, keep you enter ta ined,  provide you w i t h  advice and 
genera l l y  he lp  you Qind your way through the,maze 09 U n i v e r s i t y ,  

A t  the O r i e n t a t ~ o n  s t a l l  YOU had your f i r s t  contact  soth 
Medsoc.lf you were wise then p a i d  your $15 t o  became a  l i 4 e t i m e  
f i n a n c i a l  member o f  Medsoc.It I S  money w e l l  spent,Where does the 
money go? Wel l ,  the b iggest  serv ice  Medsoc o f f e r s  i s  i t s  
magni f icent  booKsRop.When YOU bur  your books 40r f i r s t  year you 
w ~ l l  get t h a t  $15 back time and time agaln i n  the 18"A discount  
a u a ~ l a b l e  t o  f ~ n a n c ~ a l  members. 

But Medsoc i s  more than a  bookshop.There are a l l  the p a r t i e s ,  
dances and get  togethers organised and backed by your Medical 
soc~e t r . Jhese  are e s p e c ~ a l l r  good once you s t a r t  your c l i n i c a l  
years, s ince YOU won't be able t o  enjoy the f a c i l i t i e s  on campus as 
rnuch.There I S  a l s o  the stupendous Medical B a l l ,  w h ~ c h  has become a  
t r a d ~ t i o n  I n  i t s e l f .  

~ i ' r s t  Years have t h l e r  introduction t o  U n ~ v e r s i t y  l i 4 e  made a  
l ~ t t l e  more f r l e n d l r  by the M i n t o  camp.I# you wish t o  avo id  s o c i a l  
ostracism then make sure you go t o  M i n t o i  

Medsoc a l so  runs  a h ~ g h l y  e441c1ent  g r l n t i n g  se rv i ce  so t h a t  
YOU get exam r e p r l n t s  (essen t ia l  f o r  passing each year) and l e c t u r e  
notes a t  the r ~ g h t  t ~ m e . l t ' s  a l s o  use9ul 40r those occasions when 
YOU m ~ g h t  need those P l s t  l n v ~ t e s  p r ~ n t e d  i n  a  f l a s h .  

One 0 4  the more important func t i ons  09 Medsoc i s  t o  represent  
m e d ~ c a l  s tudents t o  the u n ~ v e r s i t y  and t o  outs ide  pro fess iona l  
b o d ~ e s  such as the W, RACGP, DRS and so on.Medsoc i s  a l s o  one o f  
the most ~ n f l u e n t t a l  members of the Aust , ra l ian  Medical Students' 
A s s o c i a t ~ o n  (#lSA). 

A f u l l  and thorough e d u c a t ~ o n  i s ,  s u p r i s i n g l y ,  no t  supp l i ed  by 
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the Uniuersi ty.You w i l l  Qind t h a t  much education i s  de49 ic ien t  or 
not  taught i n  the best way possible.Medsoc l i a s e s  w i t h  the f a c u l t y  
Po ensure tha t  s tudents have sane oppor tun i t y  t o  change courses i f  
they are not being taught e 6 4 i c i e n t l r . A l s 0 ,  t a l k s  and seminars such 
a's Zhe Lambie-Dew Orat ion are arranged t o  educate students not  
covered by the course. 

To do a l l  these th ings ,  0 4  coursee, Medsoc needs many 
dedicated and enthusuast ic workers.You w i l l  91nd  the bookshop 
s t a f f e d  by a c o t e r i e  0 4  f r i e n d l y  "Medsoc Ladiesu;  as w e l l  as a 
student d i r e c t o r  o f  the booKscheme,Medsoc i t s l e f  i s  run by a 
democra t ica l ly  e lec ted  and appointed Counci l ,  cha i red  by a 
President  who must be a recent  graduate.19 you have organ isa t iona l  
s k i l l s ,  or i 4  YOU would l i k e  t o  get  involved i n  runn ing the Medical 
Society;  then you are most welcome t o  a t tend our meetings and t o  
j o i n  the Council.There are p e l n t y  o f  p o s i t i o n s  designed t o  
in t roduce you t o  the workings of Council and tha t  enable you t o  do 
a worthwhi le pro ject .There w i l l  a l s o  be the chance 04 meeting 
students 4rm other years and f i .nding out what i s  ahead 09 you i n  
the course. 
TO GEY INVOLVED, TURN UP TO THE MEDSOC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 
WEDNESDAY 19TH M R C H  AT 6.30 Pti AT THE FACULTY C m O t d  ROOM, BOSCH 
BUILDING. 
A l l  F i r s t  years are welcome and refreshments w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e .  I 
hope t o  see you the re '  14 you want f u r t h e r  in format ion ,  contact  me 
care o f  the bookshop (Jus t  ask one o f  the l ad ies )  

D i ana McKay 
Honorary Secretary,  
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COOURSE S W R Y  

a word ? ~ m  the editors:As YOU know,rou will be starting the six 
year course in '86.It includes many subjects that w e  a s  students of 
the old course did not undertake. Where possible, we have tried to 
give YOU advice based on our experience but I *  may in many cases be 
obsolete. 

l n t ~ o d u c o r y  Medical Se ience 
Thls used to be an unlikely mixture of unrelated Subjects ranging 

from evolut ion' to Bromaths.Most of the subject mater la1 , however 
has been inculded In elther the B ~ o l o g r  Life Sclences course or 
the Blomathernat~cs cour5e.The common s u b ~ e c t s  covered by the course 
thrs year should be Genetics, Evolution and Health and Drsease,If 
last year I S  anything to g o  by, YOU will be given a 11st Qrom which 
the e x a m ~ n a t i o n  questlons wlll be drawn.Comprehensive notes are 
p r ~ n t e d  for g e n e t ~ c s  and the lectures themselves ( i f  glven by the 
same people last rear) have llttle to reccommend themselves.1t I S  
un9ortunate -because the actual subject matter IS  Interest ing.Tho 
Human Evolution Course ~ t s e l f  I S  interesting and well taught.Trr 
and take good notes #or th~s.All In all don't panrc about IMS.If 
you Keep up to date wlth lectures there I S  little chance 09 
fall lng. 



HISTOLOGY AND M B R Y  OLOGY 
H i s t o l o g y  i s  a s u b j e c t  which combines l e c u t r e s  and p r a c t i c a l  
c l a s s e s . I t  t a l e s  up o n l y  t h ree  hou rs  0 4  your p r e c i o u s  t ime a week. 
A l o t  of change has taken p l ace  between the H i s t o l o g y  course i n  the 
5 and 6 year course .Prev ious ly  s t uden t s  were suppsed t o  spend p racs  
l o o k i n g  a t  e l e c t r o n  mic ragraphs  and s l i d e s  and answer ing ques t i ons  
and d raw ing  p i c t u r e s  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  book.This i n  p r a c t i c e  never 
happened.Prac c l asses  would m o s t l y  be spent i n  i d l e  c h a t t e r  m a i n l y  
because the volume 09 work expected t o  be completed i n  one sess ion  
was u n r e a l i s t i c .  

The H i s t o l o g y  department however has assured us  t h a t  they  w i l l  
approach t.he s tudy  o f  m i c roscop i c  anatomy i n  a d i + + e r e n t  
war.1nstead 0 4  comp le t ing  e x e r c i s e s  i n t o  a  p r a c t i c a l  book t o  be 
c o l l e c t e d  +o r  asseemen t ,  t h e .  new course 4ea tu res  a " + i l l  i n  the  
b l anks "  type p rac  book, comparable we w e r e  t o l d  t o  the  Chemist ry  
l a b  handbook.This indeed would make p r a c  sessions e a s i e r  t o  cope 
w i  t h .  
You w i l l  be a l s o  u s i n g  a  tex tbook  fcbr H i s t o l o g y . I n  p r e v i o u s  years  
the  department p r i n t e d  no tes  whic:; a re re  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  the exan.No 
doubt these wi  1 1  become c o l  lector ' : .  i terns and shou ld  be sought ,  
Embrro logy coun ts  as  p s r t  p f  H i s i o l o g y  and doesn' t  beg in  u n t i l  2nd 
year.Medsoc sells s e t s  04 d i a g r a n r ,  which ;Ire ve r y  necessary  as the 
1 e c t u r e r  , "F lasher  Sul 1 iuan" , i s 12:s 1 1  known f o r  h i s  amazing 
l i g h t n e s s  04 the hand be fo re  e v e n  i h e  r ~ ~ o s t  adept s tuden t  can pu t  
pen Po paper .  
Exams a re  h e l d  a t  the end o f  every  term and c o n s i s t  09 l a b e l l i n g  
m i c rog raphs  (about  30%) and MCQZs.The exam i s  h a r d  and YOU may f i n d  
r w r s e l f  w i s h i n g  t h a t  you p a i d  more a t t e n t i o n  i n  l e c t u r e s .  
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CW5lISTW L PHYSICS ~%WWWUCVOl?Y LIFE SCIENCES) 

For both these science courses, the syllabus is similar to the 
HSC but the work is compacted into three terms.The lecturers are 
however adamant that you are unlikely to ?ail Qirst year on account 
09 these subjects, ! 

Chemistry is taught i n  the form 04 lectures and a prac session 
each week.Inorganic chemistry consists mainly of HSC 
material.0rganic chemistry consists 04 thousands 04 reactions to be 
rote learned for the exam........and promptly forgotten.The 
interest 04 the lectures is very dependent upon the lecturers.0nce 
the novelty 04 prac sessions wear off, they can seem a waste o+ 
t~me.They pass more quickly 19 the experiments are divided amongst 
a group 09 people and the results shared, or an old prac book is 
obtained; sitting amongst interesting people also helps.Dr Williams 
I S  only too willing to help with any problems, and holds weekly non 
cwnpulsory tutorials. 

Physics lectures consist of antiquated video lectures 
interspersed by a one hour "liven lecture plus a thre? hour prac 
session a week.The " l i v e V e c t u r e s  are usually spent addressing 
individual questions and are o+ far greater value than the video 
1ectures.Yhe lectures are couered in printed notes, which contain 
previous exam questions as well.The department has tried to make 
the course more relevant by whet they consider to be practical 
applications.The prac sessions are dull and frustrating with few 
people understanding what they are doing.Dne term is spent 
inventing electrical circuits which refuse to work! the other i s  
spent flooding benches and playing with 1asers.Records 04 results 
have to be marRed by a demonstrator before you go each wee#, hence 
obtaining another student's prac book he1ps.Despite this, both 
Physics and Chemistry can be a lot of dun, provided they are not 
taken too seriously. 6 

6 



BEWIOUWL SCIENCES 
BS cons is t s  o f  a combination 04 Psychology and Sociology w i t h  

a m a t t e r i n g  09 Anthropology. l t  i s  the most con t rove rs ia l  o f  the 
p r e e l i n i c a l  subjects.Hweuer,  many medical s tudents i n  t h e i r  des i re  
f o r  f a c t s ,  f a c t s  and more +acts,  are d isappointed i n  the sub jec t i ve  
nature  0 4  BS, 

The course i s  taught i n  the form 0 4  l e c t u r e s  4 o l l w e d  by 
t u t o r i a l s  which are meant Po r e i n f o r c e  the lectures.50% o+ the 
sub jec t  i s  assessed on e x m s  and the remainder are based on var ious  
assignments l i k e  v i s i t i n g  a GP or  assessing the c o g n i t i v e  
development 0 4  a c h i l d . P r e t t y  h igh  powered huh! 

The l e c t u r e s  are o f  v a r i a b l e  quality.Some l e c t u r e r s  have 
t roub le  convinc ing the year t h a t  what they are teaching i s  re levan t  
or  credible.Most s tudents form syndicates i . e  t ak ing  tu rns  i n  
answering the ob jec t i ves  0 4  each l e c t u r e . T h ~ s  r e s u l t s  i n  b e t t e r  
qua1 i tr notes and l e s s  work.The t u t o r i a l s  are genera l l y  we1 1 
receiued, p rou id ing  a good oppor tun i t y  t o  see how naive and b igo ted  
same ob your +e l low students are 

m T m  
T h i s  i s  a very w e l l  planned course and i s  genera l l y  w e l l  

r a c e i u e d . l t  i s  a l s o  by 4ar the most i n t e r e s t i n g  p r e c l i n i c a l  
subject.There has been a l o t  o f  f l u x  w ~ t h i n  the Department l a t e l y  
w i t h  the re t i rement  o+ Professor B lunt  who wrote the book on which 
t h i s  course i s  based.At present the system i s  presented i n  l ec tu res  
and r e i n f o r c e d  by work sessions and t u t o r i a l s  working w i t h  
specimens which have been d isec ted f o r  you.0pportuni t ies ?or  
d i ssec t i ons  are ava i l ab le  du r ing  the holidays,The l e c t u r e s  are 
o f ten  poor and you end up l e a r n i n g  PYA o f  the ma te r ia l  work ing w i t h  
specimens, 4o11wing notes provided by the 0epartment.Resource 
people are auailable t o  c l e a r  up problems and show you h o w  t o  i i n d  
th ings.This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  when one at tempts t o  Qind 
m t h i n g  a5 malJ as the o r i g i n s  o f  s m e  c r a n i a l  nerues. 
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Unfor tunate ly  the q u a l i t y  09 specimens are deplorable, and 
many fea tu res  have been o b l i t e r a t e d  i n  some cases.Don't be f o o l e d  
tha t  these won't be i n  the exms!As a f i n a l  r e s o r t  PRsroc i s  our 
great  Anatomy Museum,There are p i c t o r i a l  guides t o  the prosect ions  
a v a i l a b l e  4 r o m  the serv ice  roam. 

Sect ional  Anatamy has been int roduced t o  the cours@.This 
invo lves  the study ob a  number 0 4  l o n g i t u d i n a l  sec t ions  which bear 
a  remarkable resemblance t o  the T  bone steak on d inner tables.There 
are always too many sec t ions  o f  t h a t  p a r t  0 4  the body t o  
study.Although t u t o r i a l  time i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  the sect ions,  i t  i s  
best  t o  study them i n  the Anatomy Museum.The quest ions however are 
d a i r l r  s t ra igh t fo rward .  

P r e r e q u i s ~ t e s  +or the course lnc lude B lunt  h G i r g i ' s  MCQ book 
which i s  h e l p f u l  I n  f i n d i n g  out how l i t t l e  you knaw,Gardner Gray 
O'Rahi l ly 's  "Anatmy Q a  ello ow b o ~ k  0 4  object ives.Gray's Anatomy 
i s  very d e t a i l e d  and expensive and i s  u s u a l l y  bought by the keen 
students.There are l o t s  0 4  copies i n  the Medical Library,The 
Department says tha t  the sy l l abus  i s  what i s  i n  the ye l l ow  book and 
no th ing  more than i s  i n  ~ a r d n ' e r  e t  a1 .Don't be1 ieve i t o f o r  one 
th ing ,  Gardner i s  known t o  have many mistakes,  so beware. 

There are exams on what i s  covered each term, which cons is t  o f  
an exam paper w i t h  MCQs and shor t  answer quest ions, and a  "Spot 
Testn.The Spot Test invo lves  musical c h a i r s  where you have t o  
i d e n t i f y  dev ious ly  hidden p a r t s  wh i l e  your eyes water because o f  
the Formalin.An at tendant  p lays  the gong t e l l i n g  YOU t o  move on 
every couple of minutes t o  the next  specimen. 

General ly i t  i s  a  f a i r l y  easy sub jec t  t o  pass, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
you don't  leave a1 1 the work t o  the end.Make sure you do p l e n t y  o f  
past papers.0ne l a s t  piece 04 advice i s  no t  t o  t u r n  up t o  W P r o f .  
HcGratR's t u t e s  e i t h e r  smoking or no t  c l a d  i n  a  wh i te  l a b  
coat. . . . , there are b e t t e r  ways t o  d i e !  
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Biochem I S  cons~dered  one 0 4  t o  be the hardest sub jec ts  t o  do 
we1 1 i n  .There I S  a l o t  o? 4actual in format ion t o  be 1 earnt  , and no 
s i n g l e  t e x t  covers the 1ot.Vhe recommended t e x t ,  Smith e t  a1 covers 
i t  b e t t e r  than any o ther ,  but  i s  extremely d e t a i l e d  and d ry  t o  
read.For the terms i n v o l v i n g  + a t ,  carbohydrate and amino a c i d  
metabolism, McGi lvery 's  B iochemis t ry :  A Funct ional  Approach i s  by 
4ar the best  @ s p e c t a l l y  40r the excessively d e t a i l e d  l e c t u r e s  i n  
m i n o  a c i d  metabol ism.Stryer 's Biochemistry  has good p i c t u r e s ,  i s  
oesr t o  read, and some 0 4  the l e c t u r e r s  rcder t o  i t ,  bu t  i s  too 
s i m p l ~ f i e d  40r exam purposes 

There are prac c lasses are h e l d  each term, which are l a r g e l y  
i r r e l e v a n t  but  compu lso r~ ,  and repu ted ly  des~gned 4or those w i t h  a 
t e s t  tube f e t i s h .  

Exms  are h e l d  each term, some c o n s i s t ~ n g  04 shor t  answers and 
other  HCQs.The Department g ives  out o l d  quest ions, so arrange a 
group t o  cover them. 

F i n a l l y ,  watch out f o r  D r  Montague.His l e c t u r e s  add a new 
dimension t o  your a b i l i t y  t o  scribble qg ick l y .  
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Th is  subject  i s  Q a l r l y  interesting and a l s o  r e q u i r e s  
considerable work as P ro f .  Young w ~ l l  impress upon you.Each t e r m  
covers d i f f e r e n t  t o p ~ c s  wr th  d i f f e r e n t  l e c t u r e r s ,  

Ce l ls ,  Neuromuscular j unc t i ons  and glands are some o f  the 
top i cs  covered comprehensivelr.Lectures are genera l l y  w e l l  prepared 
and presented.The f i r s t  term o f  P h y s ~ o l o g y  has a  reputa t ion(up t o  
50) d a l l u r e  r a t e s ,  and the Phrsro logy Oept I S  not  known 40r i t s  
compass~on(un l~ke  Anatom~).However, p h y s i o l o g i s t s  are r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  and pleased t o  help w i t h  any problems.Sme l e c t u r e r s  run  
l u n c h t ~ m e  t u t o r ~ a l s  which are o f  use t o  the confused. 

There are prac c lasses as w e l l ,  f o r  which you need the 
Yandbook a v a i l a b l e  from the Dept.The handbook a l so  conta ins  o l d  
e x a m  questlons.The pracs are +ar  more r n t e r e s t ~ n g  than the Biochem 
ones and r e i n f o r c e  the teachtng wel1.Furthermore they are much more 
examrned, making up roughly 25 % of the marks.Each year P ro f .  Young 
threatens t o  c o l l e c t  the prac books, and each rea r  he decides he 
has b e t t e r  t h ings  t o  do +o r  Christmas. 

Exams are h e l d  every term.The D e p t  I S  an extremely busy one, 
and s e t s  a low p r i o r i t y  on ccmrng up with new exam quest ions, so 
past  papers are a  must. 

PI.oAMCOLOGY 
Th ts  i s  one o f  the eas ler  courses I n  Med.There are l e c t u r e s  

and c o r r e l a t r o n  s e s s ~ o n s  w ~ t h  fl lms.These c o r r e l a t ~ o n  sessions are 
genera l l y  ~ n t e r e s t ~ n g  (and exam~nable)  and a  l o t  can be made o f  
them 1 4  the aud~ence shows i n t e r e s t  t o  the l e c t u r e r .  

The Dept l ~ s t s  two tex ts ,  which are both q u i t e  
expenslve.However n e ~ t h e r  1 5  adequate f o r  the whole course, and a  
s t rong  case can be made t o  buying them both.As a  genera l i sa t i on ,  
Goodman and Oilman i s  the best +or second rear  but  Avery i s  b e t t e r  
t h e r e a + t e r . l f  i t  came t o  a  choice, Avery may be b e t t e r  i n  the l ong  
term.G and 6 i s  i n  abundant supply i n  the Bosch L i b r a r y .  
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The exams a re  mads od m u l t ~ p l e  cho ice  ques t ions ,  b u t  they  a re  

n e g a t l v e l y  rnarked.Th~s sounds bad, bu t  I P  1s Q a ~ r e r  than the 
d r a c o n ~ a n  measures t h a t  the Dept o++ers as  an a l t e r n a t i v e ( t 0  b e g ~ n  
w i t h  s u b t r a c t i n g  30% o f  the raw mark1,Remernber t o  pu t  down a 
response f o r  a l l  the T rue IFa l se  ques t ions ,As  w i t h  o the r  s u b ~ e c t s ,  
s t udy  0 4  pas t  papers i s  g e n e r a l l y  p roduc t i ve .Not  many people + a i l  
t h i s  course.  



At  diQQerent t imes through rou r  course you w i l l  be requ i red  t o  
e l e c t  rep resen ta t i ves  Crm your pear Po look a f t e r  rou r  i n t e r e s t s  
on a number o? d i i 4 e r e n t  bodies. 

Q i r s t  year w i l l  e l c c t s  
2 Medsoc Reps 
2 Sports Reps 
Chemi s t r y  Rep 
Physics Rep 
StaQQ Student Liason C m i t e e  (SSLC) Rep 
BS Tutor  i a l  Group Reps 

The Pros and Consr as a rep resen ta t i ve  YOU w i l l  meet many 
other people on your awn year, i n  other  rears ,  the Facu l t y  and the 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  which cou ld  be 04 great  help now and l a t e r  on.You w i l l  
a l s o  l e a r n  more about the course and as a r e s u l t  get more out oO 
i t .  OR the other  hand, you w i l l  have t o  spend some 0 4  your t ime 
a t tend ing  meetings. 

The Medsoc Reps are the most important 0 4  your Reps.They 
inborm the year 04 the doings 0 4  Medsoc, l i a s e  w i t h  the Departments 
w i thou t  s p e c i f i c  Reps (eg A n a t m y )  and organise the f led I f l e d  % I  
Wine and Cheese, the Year Dinner and s e l l  t i c k e t s  +or any other  
Medsoc Qunctions throughout the rear.They a l s o  organise tho Mcdsoc 
O r i e n t a t i o n  Week a c t i v i t i e s  and the M in to  Camp the 4011wing 
year.This may seem l i k e  a l o t  0 4  work but  the time invested i s  
r e p a i d  many times over i n  other  wars- j u s t  ask any prev ious  Rep. 

Wamen's and Men's Sports Reps he lp  organise teams i n  
In te rQacu l t y  and I n t e r  Year cmpet i tons .10 YOU enJoy spor t ,do ing 
t h i s  I S  a l o t  0 4  i un .E lec t i ons  are u s u a l l y  run  by the Hedsoc Reps 
09 the E l e c t o r a l  OQQicer 09 the Medsoc. 

The Chemistry Rep and Physics Rep s imply meet w i t h  the 
departments once or  twice a term t o  d iscuss any problems t h a t  may 
have a r i sen  and you should Q i n d  out mere about t h i s  i n  1ecPures. l t  
i s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  Qind out from the year 14 there are 
indeed any problems w i t h  the eourse, 
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The SSLC Rep s i t s  on the commitee ( a  sub c m i t e e  0 4  the 

Facu l t y  o f  Medicine) which meets once a t e r m  t o  d iscuss any 
problems the year may have had w i t h  Facu l t y  mat ters.  

La ter  i n  the year you w i l l  be asked t o  e l e c t  a Rep from your 
BS t u t o r i a l  group and t h i s  person w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  the sta49 -from the 
Department t o  d iscuss any prgblems w i t h  the course, 
Most s tudents never th ink  04 standing f o r  a p o s i t i o n  and cannot be 
bothered t o  f i n d  out who i s  , so they f i n d  e l e c t i o n s  d u l l  and 
b o r i n g  a f f a i r s , T h i s  on ly  af9 i rms the o l d  adage tha t  'You' l l  never 
get  anyth ing out i f  you never p u t  anyth ing in'.So take an i n t e r e s t  
; who knows you might f i n d  out t h a t  you are i n te res ted  a f t e r  a l l !  



\ 4 
FIRST Y E W  DBPBSB%TAL VISITS 

Usual l r  about the middle 09 9 i r s t  r e a r ,  you get a chance t o  
v i s i t  a  Hosp i ta l ,  which prov ides  welcome r e l i e Q  from the tedium o f  
Physics and Chemistry, and may help r e v i v e  your i n t e r e s t  i n  the 
course. 

A rep resen ta t i ve  Qrm Q i r s t  year i s  e lec ted  a t  the Annual 
General Meeting o+ the Medsoc Council a t  the beginning o f  the year, 
and i t  i s  tha t  person's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  organise people i n t o  
groups so t h a t  they can v i s i t  a  c e r t a i n  Hosp i ta l .  
The nature 09 the v i s i t  v a r i e s  between h o s p i t a l s ,  but a l l  are 
e s s e n t i a l l y  in teres t ing .A l though the doctors and other  s t a f f  may 
t e l l  you a l l  about the p a t i e n t s  w i t h  th rwnboph leb i t i s ,  myocardial  
1n9arc t i on  (but  w ~ t h o u t  coronary thrombosis) and even the odd 
pulmonary embolism- j u s t  about everyone enjoys the experience.Last 
year sane people were lucky  enough t o  see an opera t ion  being 
performed.They have never been the same since,.......,..,.......... 

If you are i n te res ted  i n  p l a y i n g  a p a r t  on the organ isa t ion ,  
make sure YW twn up t o  the Annual General Meeting. 



\ 5 
SPORT NED 

% n  Your t ime a t  Uni t he re  w i l l  be many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  -for you t o  
become i n v o l v e d  i n  Sport.Most s p o r t s  you can imagone a re  r u n  
through the U n i u e r s ~  t y  drwn Beginner t o  Pro  k c v e l s  or  j u s t  Qor 
Qun.This year you have a l r eady  p a i d  good money t o  e i t h e r  the  S p o r t s  
Union or  the Wwnen ' s  Spo r t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  most 04 the 
expend i t u re  on a n y t h i n g  you mar become i n v o l v e d  i n .  

The s p o r t s  U n ~ o n  r u n s  two i n t e r  f a c u l t y  compet i t i ons .There  i s  
the Thornber S h i e l d  +o r  f i r s t  years  and the PenQold S h i e l d  which i s  
open t o  a l l  years -There  i s  a l ong  t r a d i t i o n  04 success i n  these 
c o m p e t i t i o n s  by Med ic ine  b u t  r e c e n t l y  we have been s l i p p i n g . T h i s  
may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the  a p a t h e t i c  n a t u r e  many peop le  have Po the  
s p o r t s  t h e i r  peers  a re  e n j o y i n g .  
Wh i le  i n  Med up t o  and i n c l u d i n g  t e r m  2 . 2  you w i l l  have ample t ime 
t o  p l a y  s p o r t ;  a + t e r  then you w i l l  have ve ry  l i t t l e  f r e e  time.So be 
aware 0 4  what i s  go ing  on-Try r e a d i n g  the D a i l y  B u l l ,  or the Honi 
S o i t  once i n  a w h i l e , # n w  your S p o r t s  rep.......or BECOME WE!SporP 
a1 1 w s  you Po become 4 i t and t o  me? t many mare people Qrom o the r  
Q a c u l t i e s  as w e l l  as Medic ine, !+  you c a n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  suppo r t e r s  
a re  always welcome. 
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The bu lk  0 4  the c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d  know the Sydney Un ives i t y  
Medical revue as a ta len ted  c h a r i t y  performance, b e t t e r e d  i n  Qund 
r a i s i n g  a b i l i t y  on l y  by Bob GeldoQ.Those on the Revue s ide o f  the 
c u r t a i n  r e a l i s e  tha t  w h i l s t  t h i s  benevolence impresses t h e i r  
mothers and heads o f  the va r ious  worthy department, i t  i s  merely a 
serend ip i tous  (Look I t  UP) end product o f  an abso lu te l y  + a n t a s t i c  
t i m e ,  

The event occurs i n  second t e r m ;  f o r t u i t o u s  t i m i n g  as i t  i s  
the on ly  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  t e r m ,  or indeed the whole year t h a t  w i l l  
prevent you 9 r m  going b l i n d  and g e t t i n g  h a i r s  on the palms 0 4  your 
hands.Interminable t e l e v i s e d  Physics Lectures, psychoanalyt ic  0)s) 
t u t e s  and p o s i t i v e l y  1 1 4 e  th reaten ing Chemistry P r a c t ~ c a l s  a l l  Qade 
i n t o  b l i s s d u l l  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  when one chooses t o  unleash one's 
a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t s  upon a paying audience (and you ALL have a r t i s t i c  
ta lent . . , . . take a look next  t ime you are i n  the shower). 

Wh i l s t  on the sub jec t  0 4  t a l e n t ,  i t  i s  perhaps a p p r o p r i a t ~  t o  
del  ineate the type o+ abi 1 i t  i e s  required. .  . i n  a word.. . . M H I N G . I f  
you can a c t ,  s ing ,  dance, w r i t e ,  b u i l d  box g i r d e r  br idges,  f i n g e r  
p a i n t ,  p l a y  an instrument or  j u s t  look cute,  then you are e l i g i b l e  
t o  j o i n  the ranRs 0 4  those who d i d  more than jusk s i t  i n  BoscR +or 
B years ( o r  more) u n t i l  the Chancel lor shakes t h e i r  hand and says 
"Thanks +or comingn 

I t  i s  r e a l l y  a very worthwhi le and s a t i s f y i n g  i n t e r l u d e  .At 
the rehearsa ls  you can droo l  a t  the choreographer i n  her l eo ta rd ,  
or  spade higher r e a r s  f o r  H is to logy  papers; Dur ing the performances 
you can be thankfu l  +or  the rehearsa ls  and a t  the post  performance 
p a r t i e s  YOU can be thankfu l  f o r  Fosters  Lager, Sa l t  & Vinegar ch ips  
and the i nven t ion  04 v i t am in  B t a b l e t s .  

A f t e r  a l l  those Study hormones have s e t t l e d  down by the 3 r d  
week 0 4  1s t  t e r m ,  one r e a l ~ s e s  t h a t  there i s  more t o  Hedic ine than 
Bimathemat ics.So watch t h i s  space 4 0 ~  QutRer d e t a i l s  and ask the 
sweeties i n  t h e i r  wh i te  coats  behind the O'Week desk, go t o  MINT0 
and be prepared f o r  Revue Newsflashes i n  a l e c t u r e  theat re  near 



y o u .  
Good luck for 0-Week! 

Angus Gray 
I D i r e c t o r  1986 Revue 
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THE AUSTIWLTW MEDICAL STUOgJrrS ASSOCIATION 

The d u s t r a l i a n  Medical Students' assoc ia t i on  tfWSCI) was formed 
i n  1960 as the coo rd ina t ing  body 09 a l l  the body i n d i v i d u a l  Medical 
Students' Assoc ia t ions  A u s t r a l i a . 1 t  arose out o f  the need f o r  an 
na t iona l  body o f  Medical Students which could represent  and voice 
student op in ion  on issues o f  concern.Today, i n  1988, i t  remains one 
04 the most impressive and a c t i v e  na t iona l  student bodies i n  
A u s t r a l i a .  

AM% IS  run  by a  Council 0 4  delegates and observers from the 
Medical S o c i e t i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a -T h i s  body meets three t imes a year 
and makes p o l i c y ,  discusses Issues on a  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  bas is ,  
and makes representa t ions  t o  government and other  l a rge  
o rgan~sa t rons ,  such as the A u s t r a l ~ a n  Medical Assoc ia t i on . l n  the 
l a s t  few years AMSA has addresses such issues as medical over 
s e r v ~ c i n g  , vocat ion r e g i s t r a t ~ o n  f o r  GP's and fought +or the r i g h t  
09 graduat ing m e d ~ c a l  s tudents t o  a  rear  guaranteed in te rnsh ip .  

The day t o  day runn ing of AM% os conducted by a four  person 
execut ive e lec ted  by a campus.In 1986 the execut ive w i l l  be based 
I n  F l ~ n d e r s  U n i v e r s ~ t y ,  South A u s t r a l ~ a ~ T h e r e  are na t iona l  s tanding 
cornmitees on m e d ~ c a l  workforce , medical education, equal 
o p p o r t u n ~ t r  and archives,Anr medical student can get invo lved i n  
p r o j e c t s  on these subjccts.The respective Standing C m i t e e s  are 
r u n  by student d i r e c t o r s  +arm var lous  s o c ~ e t ~ e s  and these d i r e c t o r s  
co- ordinate a c t i v ~ t l e s  4or t h a t  sub jec t .Cur rent ly  the standing 
C m i t e e  on m e d ~ c a l  workforce i s  based i n  Sydney and os t a c k l i n g  
medtcal oversupplr  and v o c a t ~ o n a l  r e g t s t r a t ~ o n .  

AM% a l s o  admrnisters Research f e l l o w s h ~ p s  which are awarded 
t o  students undertak ing sho r t  term research p r o ~ e c t s  du r ing  
vacations or I n  con junc t ion  w ~ t h  a BSc(Med1 degree,AMSA a l s o  
arranges exchange programmes w ~ t h  ouerseas medical s tudents and 
p r ~ n t s  the annual journa l  M C E A  , which i s  d i s t r t b u t e d  t o  every 
medtcal student and conta lns  a r t i c l e s  0 4  wide and v a r i e d  
1nterest.AMSA IS  one 04 the most a c t i v e  member assoc ia t ions  o f  the 
I n t e r n a t ~ o n a l  F e d e r a t ~ o n  o f  Medical Students' Assoc ia t ions  (IFMSA). 
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I n  1982 Peter Lee a  medical student b r m  , ~ l  inders U n i v e r s i t y  was 
President  04 IFMSA. 

One o f  the most ~mpor tan t  func t i ons  o f  AMSA i s  tha oppor tun i t y  
i t  0f?erS f o r  student t o  m e e t  o ther  medical student throughout 
Aus t ra l i a ,Ever r  rear  workshops and con9erences are h e l d  Po enable 
students from i n t e r s t a t e  t o  meet and d iscuss issues o f  
' i n te res t .R@cen t l r  a workshop was h e l d  t o  formulate ways 04 
improving communication between doctors,  medical students, youth 
groups and pro fess iona ls  from a l l  s ta tes ,  and was p a r t  0 4  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Youth Year Programrne.The best  t h i n g  WSA organises 
each rear  i s  i t s  N A T I M L  CONVEP4TIOld.Each May, up t o  400 Medical 
s tudent  from around A u s t r a l i a  gather 90r a  week 09 soc ia l  and 
academtc a c t i v i t i e s . 1 t ' s  a  great  time t o  l ea rn  s w e  Medicine NOT 
taught i n  your course, t o  meet other  medical s tudents and exchange 
ideas and o f  course, have bulk fun.This year the Convention w i l l  be 
h e l d  i n  SYDNEY, on May 11-17 so there os abso lu te l y  no excuse t o  
miss i t  ! 

For more informat ion on the Convention or  any 0 4  WSA's 
a c t i v i t e s  and how you can get involued , please contact  me care of 
P he Medsoc Boo# shop. 

Choong Siew Yong 
Liason OfQicer t o  ME&. 



T* m%mL BALL Lo 
Each year i n  June or  J u l y  the - facu l ty  soc ia l  calendar reaches i t s  
peak w i t h  the Medical B a l l . T h i s  year i t ' s  t o  be a Masquerade B a l l ,  
so y o u ' l l  get t o  don your t a i l s  and c a t s  eyes,At present we don't 
have a venue, but don't l e t  t ha t  p e r t u r b  you- we always 9 i n d  
somewhere i n  time,,.....The usual problem being f i n d i n g  a place f o r  
800 guests.The b a l l  comes complete w i t h  a c l a s s i c a l  orchestra,  jazz 
p layer  and a couple 04 rock bands, and i s  guaranteed t o  go w e l l  
i n t o  the wee small hours of the morning.TickePs are u s u a l l y  around 
627.00 a head and your attendance i s  a must! 

K i m  Gray 
Med B a l l  Convenor. 



THE CMEPdTI @A 
I f  an abor ig ina l  dingo w i t h  a  d ry  c lean ing t i c k e t  40r a  baby' 

s  matinee jac#e t  was launched from Ayer's Rock i n  a  space s h u t t l e  
whose boosters w e r e  not up t o  scra tch  and the drogmen responsib le 
#or  the Rainbow Warr ior  were re leased frm an obscure j a i l  because 
they i d e n t i 9 y  the bombs as belonging t o  t h e i r  Govt, and i 4  a  baboon 
invo lved i n  an accident  was denied l i 9 e  support so h i s  hear t  cou ld  
be t ransp lanted i n t o  a teenage female, where would the w o r l d  be 
today? 

No c loser  t o  the t r u t h , t h a t ' s  4or sure.Al1 t h i s  makes us 
wonder-What i s  the M S A  Convention?Is i t  r e a l l y  , l i k e  sme 
phi losophers might have us believe...,,.a microcosm 04 l i+e.......a 
s e r i e s  o f  unconnected events w i t h  no beginning,no end,and no p o i n t ?  

OF COURSE NOT. 
The A u s t r a l i a n  Medical Students Assoc ia t ion  tWW) has h e l d  a  

convention annual ly  i n  the f i r s t  week 04 the May ho l i days  s ince 
196O.The convention i s  r o t a t e d  through the var ious  c a p i t a l s  and the 
RWiL reason 4or the r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  09 the s i x  year course was t o  
a l l w  Sydney Uni Med Students t o  savour the d e l i g h t s  04 a l l  s i x  
c a p i t a l s  du r ing  t h e i r  undergrad rears.0ver the years the Conuention 
has gained an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  and i s  ranked i n  1986 w i t h  
the f i r s t  symposium on b i o l o g i c a l  04 c e l l  pro1 i 0 a r a t i o n  i n  M i lan  as 
THE convention T- s h i r t  t o  have i n  your wardrobe,From a l l  over 
A u s t r a l i a ,  Medical Students w i l l  descend on Sydney ready t o  embroi l  
themselves i n  a demanding programme c a r e f u l l y  designed by a  time o f  
b r i l l i a n t  soc ia l  consu l tan ts  (The Convention Commiteel t o  cram a 
Year 0 4  l i v i n g  i n t o  seven days. 

F i r s t  an academic programme tha t  aims t o  in form and e n t e r t a i n  
by d iscuss ing wide rang ing 04 t o p i c s  t h a t  due t o  t h e i r  overwhelming 
i n t e r e s t  and relevance, are not  p a r t  04 the course e.g. 
Transp lanta t ion ,  AIDS,  Medicine and the Media, and the Heal th 
S~stem.TW~.,, . . . .  the soc ia l  programme, a  pot- pour r i  04 ga la  
events tha t  makes the b i cen tenn ia l  p r o j e c t  look l i k e  a  cheap 
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pub1 ! c i t y  s t u n t .  

Now i s  the  t ime t o  s t a r t  t r a i n i n g .  Mark the  dates-  11-17 ob 
M Y  1986 I R  your d ~ a r y  and look out  +or  news and i n f o  i n  
Innomina te ,  p o s t e r s  e t c .  
I F  YOU WOULD LIKE TO ~ E T  MORE INdOLVED WE WOULD L IVE  TO HEAR FROM 
YOU.LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR DA'JID BARTON AT THE BOOKSHOP W D  WE'LL 
CONTACT YOU. 

SEE YOU THERE' 
D a v i d  Bar ton 
Convention D i r e c t o r  
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HCM TO PASS EXfWS 

R i 9 h t . N ~  tha t  you're here and have l e a r n t  how t o  pass exams 
w i t h  ease and d i s t i n c t i o n ,  your f i r s t  task i s  t o  unlearn a l l  you 
have learnt.Because, my wunderkind, your aim i n  t h ~ s  a r c h ~ t e c t u r a l  
mish mash o f  a  p lace c a l l e d  U n i v e r s i t y  1s not  t o  get as c lose t o  

1 0 0 %  as poss ib le  but  t o  get as c lose t o  50% as 
poss ib le  . . . .p r e f e r a b l y  from above than b e l w . ( M i n d  you there i s  a  
representa t ive  school o f  thought which be l i eves  tha t  the t rue  
student should aim +or 4YL, but  t h e i r  devotees keep d im in i sh ing  so 
q u i c k l y  tha t  i t  i s  hard  t o  keep t rack )  

Why may you ask i s  t h i s  s o w e l l  the answer i s  simple.At no 
cos t  t o  y o u r s e l f (  not  count ing  the $500 or  so your parents  spend on 
c m p u l s o r y  s u b s c r r p t ~ o n s ,  l a b  coats, Minto,  Hsdsoc membership, 
textbooks, h a l f  skeletons, c lubs  e t c )  t h i s  U n i v e r s i t y  supp l ies  you 
w i t h  fou r  bars,  ten e a t i n g  o u t l e t s ,  l i v e  bands a  couple 0 4  t imes a 
week(of dubious m u s ~ c a l  q u a l i t y ) ,  more French and Russian emigre 
f i l m s  than are locked up i n  the b w e l s  o f  the Queensland Gout and a  
chance t o  parade yourse l f  i n  f r o n t  0 4  even mere i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
b r i l l i a n t ,  megatrendy, completely together and t o t a l l y  cool people 
than yourse l f  (knuwn as A r t s  s tudents i n  Manning, Holme or  top 
l e v e l  Wentworth. 

(Not bad eh? A 108 word sentence and I'm not even o member of 
a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y )  

I n  sho r t ,  t h i s  place o f f e r s  you the oppor tun i t y  t o  enjoy 
yourself .The on ly  obstacle Po t h i s  are your 1ectures.The s o l u t i o n  
i s  no t  t o  t u r n  up t o  them.In e f f e c t ,  do a  correspondence course i n  
the Bachelor o f  Medicine and Surgery w i thou t  the 
corresgondence.This w i l l  then g ive  you p l e n t y  04 time t o  do a l l  of 
the above and s t i l l  have time t o  watch Countdown.Seriousl~, Her 
Majesty's Gout has warned t h a t  prolonged exposure t o  B i m a t h s  Pracs 
and 4 hours 04 cont inuous IMS can lead  t o  b r a i n  damage, cancer of 
the r e t i n a  and AIDS unless p reven ta t i ve  measures are adopted.So 
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make sure tha t  a minimum o f  80% o f  l e c t u r e s  are avoided f o r  your 
awn s a f e t y , l f  the prospect o f  t h i s  wor r i es  you even though you 
don't want t o  lose the t o t a l l y  cool nonworking " M ~ d i c i n e  i s  a bore' 
image o f  the Med student ,  a l l  i s  not  lost.Seuera1 p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
have mastered the a r t  o f  appearing t o  do no work, p l a y i n q  g o l f  a t  
La Berouse or  The Royal Golf  Course du r ing  Chemistry l e c t u r e s  (very  
i n ) ,  going out every n i g h t  and then s tudy ing from two i n  the 

morning t i l l  a f t e r  sun up and r o l l i n g  t o  Uni about luncht ime.0f 
course t h i s  demanding r o u t i n e  w i l l  necess i ta te  some change i n  your 
l i f e s t y l e ,  c lo thes ,  f r i e n d s  etc.(No s i m i l a r  e f f e c t  has been n o t i c e d  
w i t h  E l e c t r i c a l  C i r c u i t  Theory). 

The b e n e f i t  o f  confounding your f r i e n d s  w i t h  HDs i s  not  t o  be 
underestimated.Even i f  you do f a i l ,  a l l  i s  not  1ost.For 
examp1e:Last year we had a student  who found out tha t  he could have 
so much fun by not  going t o  the b o r i n g  l e c t u r e s  tha t  he d e c ~ d e d  t o  
do ~t a l l  a g a i n ! < a c t u a l l y  I t h i n k  the r e a l  reason was t h a t  he 
wanted t o  go t o  M in to  again.So s t u f f  up, drop ou t ,  s t a r  cool and 
1 '11 see you a t  the Granstand Bar. 

Yours s ince re l y ,  
XXXXXXXXXX 

(On lega l  a d v ~ c e  the name o f  the author has been withdrawn) 
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Not every Med Studentgets i n t o  the course on the bas is  04 t h e i r  
Chemistry and Phystcs mark.Many b r i l l i a n t  Eng l ish  and French 
Students cane t o  r e g r e t  having g iven i t  up t o  do Med,But there i s  a 
s o l u t i o n  t o  Phis problem, a combined Ar ts -Medic ine  course. 

ha t  t h i s  means i s  tha t  i 9  you can Q i n i s h  seven A r t s  sub jec ts  
bedore you can go ~ n t o  d i n a l  year YOU can get  an A r t s  degreeas w e l l  
as a Medical degree.Nuw don't say i t ' s  too  ha rd- a l l  the average 
a r t s  course r e q u i r e s  i s  a l ~ t t l e  b i t  09 i n t e r e s t  and a l i t t l e  
time.The on ly  way t o  ? a i l  an a r t s  course i s  t o  g ive  i t  up,You can 
q u i t e  e a s i l y  pass two a r t s  sub jec ts  a t  the same t i m e  as Q i r s t  year 
Ned.Adter tha t  you on ly  need take one year 0 4 4  Med t o  get your 
degres .A l te rnate ly  you cou ld  take two years 049 Med iQ  yo3 aren' t  
r e a l l y  sure you want t o  do i t . A r t s  w i l l  broaden your out look on 
l i f e  considerably,  a f t e r  doing s m e  Medicine.Re$uirements: 
1 )  you have t o  do three sub jec ts  i n  your f i r s t  two years e n r o l l e d  
i n  a r t s .  
2)you haue t o  have Qinished by Qinal year 

Anyway th ink  i t  euer.For more indormation see the A r t s  
handbook (one 04 your Qr iends  w i l l  haue one), the a r t s  Qacul t r  
odQice i n  the Western tower(opposite c lock  tower), or  contac t  
Andrew Dwyer on 95-4571.Don't go t o  the Medical Q a c u l t y  odQice-They 
won't Pel 1 you much a t  a1 1 .  
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OBJECTIVES ARE TOPICAL; METHODS CHANGING 
When the B r i t i s h  Medi'cal Assoc ia t ion  was Qormed i n  England 

more than a cantury and a h a l f  ago, i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  were described 
as : " t o  promote medical and a l l i e d  sciences and t o  QurPher the 
honour and i n t e r e s t s  o f  the medical p r o 4 4 e s s i 0 n . ~  

The o b j e c t i v e s  were unchanged when the New Branch 09 the 
Assoc ia t ion  came I n t o  being more than a  century ago.They cont inued 
t o  apply when the dec is ion  was taken t o  e s t a b l i s h  the A u s t r a l i a n  
Medical Assoc ia t ion  i n  19dl.They are s t 1 1 1  basic p r i n c i p l e s ,  but  
the Assoc ia t ion 's  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  arc expanding as the government 
in tervene more and more i n  "h e a l t h n  m a ~ n l y  because 0 4  the r i s ~ n g  
cost  0 4  technology and c o n t i n u a l l y  expanding community and demands. 

How t imes have changed1 a Cen;turr ago a t  most E f M  meetings i n  
Sydney a  doctor or  a  surgeon would b r i n g  a  p a t i e n t  a l i n g ,  o9ten by 
a handsome cab from Sydney Hospital .The p a t i e n t ' s  i l l n e s s  or 
accident would be described, and d i a g n o s ~ s  and treatmeent 
discussed.Presumab1~ everyone enjoyed i t ,  even the p a t i e n t .  

Most APIA meetings these days are on med ico- po l i t i ca l  and 
r e l a t e d  t o p i c s . T h ~ s  despi te t h e  Qact t h a t  the major i n t e r e s t s  04 
a l l  members 09 the medical proQQession cont inue t o  +ocus on hea l i ng  
and caring.Indeed, t h ~ s  i s  the ch ie f  reason why the major 
o rgan isa t ion ,  the AHA, can and does speak Qor every sector  09 the 
prof4ession wh i l e ,  a t  the same time, recogn is ing  the needs 04 
reg iona l  and vocat 1ona1 groups i n  i t s  ranks.  

E x c i t i n g  new avenues +or  medicine are opening. At a  time when 
so much 0 4  the world.,.~appears Po be t h i n k i n g  0 4  p repara t ions  90r 
conf l i c t , medic i ne of4ers new v i s tas  Qor  heal i ng or prevent i ng 
i l l n e s s  and d isease.0ppor tun i t ies  w i l l  con t inue '  t o  expand as 
d iagnosis and treatment improve and research increases. 

In recent  years, the M A  has more than ever been concerned 
w i t h  the pro fess iona l  and economic s t a t u s  0 9  d o c t b r s , l t  w i l l  watch 
both the cont inued supply o f  medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  the community 
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and any attempts t o  f l o o d  the country w i t h  graduates f rwn  coun t r i es  
whose standards do not match those demanded by the A u s t r a l i a n  
c m u n  i t r .  
The Assoc ia t ion  always s t resses the essen t ia l  nature o f  h igh  
q u a l i t y  rned~cal  care.Members are invo lved i n  medical education and 
maintenance 0 4  h igh  e t h i c a l  as w e l l  as pro fess iona l  s tandards.The~ 
encourage and support expansion 9 medical science, thay p r w o t e  
e4 fec t i ve  d e l i v e r y  04 h e a l t h  care when and where i t  i s  needed. 

I n  other  words, medicine IS a s i n g l e  pro+ession, w i t h  many 
facets.Pho c m u n i t y  sees doctors  tha t  war.Euerywhere the 
th reaten ing decl ine i n  the t r a d i  Pional standards o+ pub1 i c  
h o s p i t a l s  both i n  NSW f o r  instance and i n t e r s t a t e  are deplored; the 
A M  i s  work ing r e l e n t l e s s l y  Po secure improvement. 

While the Asooc !a t~on  i s  conduct ing nego t ia t i ons  w i t h  +ederal 
and s t a t e  governments, I P  I S  also p r o v i d i n g  important seru lces  t o  
a l l  members. At  any one t i n e  i t  can be involved i n  dozens o f  
d i 4 f e r e n t  pro9fessiona1, e t h ~ c a l  and i n d u s t ~ i a l  mat ters ,  large and 
ma11.1t  1 5  v e r s a t i l e  and cens t ruc t i ue .  

p o l i c i e s ,  #ounded on past  experience, are pro jec ted  towards the 
Quture.Members are encouraged t o  stand ?or Branch Counci l  
e l e c t i o n s ,  j o i n  reg iona l  and/or spec ia l  groups o f  the AM63 t o  r a i s e  
issues , develop and D r  change p o l i c i e s . I t  i s  the most democratic 
o+ medical organisat  ions. 
Tho s t a t e  branch can o44ar advice on such down t o  ea r th  but 
p r a c t i c a l  sub jec ts  as s e t t i n g  up rnedieal p r a c t i c e  or  f i n d i n g  a 
locum p a s i t i o n , I t  can arrange supp l i es  +or  a surgery; i t  can advise 
on r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p a t i e n t s ,  w i t h  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and w i t h  
col leagues,At thesame time i t  may a l s o  advise members on how t o  
deal woCR gevernmenP departments, reg iona l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  bureaucrats 
and i n d i v i d u a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  

As  students w e r e  t o l d  l a s t  year, the AW i s  the  on ly  
o rgan isa t i on  w i t h  the human and m a t e r i a l  resources t o  per form these 
va r ious  #unct ions  cwnpetent1y. l t  i s  run  by doctors  f o r  doctors.  
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The A s s o c i a t i o n  welcomes s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l i n g  as s tuden t  members 

a t  nominal  cost.We know we can h e l p  s t uden t s ;  we a re  a l s o  aware 
t h a t  o f t e n  s tuden t s  can c o n t r i b u t e  ideas  04 t r u e  va lue  Po the 
pro4ess ion.Student  members r e c e i v e  A s s o c ~ a t i o n  j o u r n a l s  wh ich  shad 
why the  AMA i s  such a  4 i r m  suppo r t e r  09 p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  and 
4ee- fo r -se rv ice  med ic ine ,A t  the same t ime , s tuden t s  are shown how 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l r  the A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l p s  and suppo r t s  those d o c t o r s  
who occupy academic p o s t s  o r  h o l d  s a l a r i e d  j o b s  i n  h o s p i t a l  04 
p o l r t ~ c a l  ~deo togues .  

Every  med ica l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  whatever work he 
o r  she i s  p e r f o r n ~ n g  be longs  t 0 . a  c a r i n g  and rewa rd ing  p r o f e s s i o n .  
Thee i n t e r e s t s  o f  every  doc to r  and o f  t he  community are the  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  the AP1A.Branches and groups watch what happens i n  
h o s p i t a l s ,  a t  Med ica l  Board meet ings  and i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
a c t i v i t i e s  genera l l y .They  havq an impor tan t  r o l e  In the smooth 
a h i n ~ s t r a t i e n  and e f f e c t r u e  bpe ra t r on  o f  a l l  h e a l t h  s e r u i c e s .  

Summarrsed areas o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  the fV94 ~ n c l u d e :  
~ n c o r p r a t i o n  04 med ica l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  i n d e m n ~ t r  and o the r  purposes; 
gouernment p l a n s  fav  patho logy  s e r v l c e s  by a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o# 
l a b o r a t o r i e s g  es tab l i shment  0 4  c h a ~ r s  04 comrnuntty med ic ine  and 
genera l  p r a c t ~ c e  I n  medica l  schoo ls ;  a  n a t i o n a l  compensa t~on  
scheme; o the r  h e a l t h  p rodess ions ;  poue r t y ;  h o s p i t a l  e f f i c e n c y ;  the 
Q u t u r e  o f  p r i v a t e  h o s p l t a l s  and overseas q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  
c o n f i d e n t ~ a l i t y ;  the APIA h e a l t h  insurance f u n d  f o r  members and 
dependents; and the f u t u r e  o p e r a t i o n  o+ such bod ies  as the  N a t t o n a l  
H e a l t h  and Med ica l  Research Counc i l ,  the A u s t r a l i a n  Med ica l  Council 
and t he  new N a t i o n a l  Occupat iona l  H e a l t h  and Sa9e t r  Comm~sslon, t o  
c i t e  bu t  a Sew. 

These a re  m a t t e r  o # t e n  of c r u c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  s e c t o r s  o f  the 
community.They s h w  the  wide range Q+ AMA a c t i v i t i e s  and i t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i 4 i e s . T h c r  demonstrate the value o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
i t s  ded i ca ted  r e p r e s e n t a t l u e s .  

P a t i e n t s  and p o l i c i e s  change.Thc con t i nues  t o  r a r e .  
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SICW i s  a m u l t ~ d i s c ~ p l r n a r y  group 0 4  s tudents rn te res ted  i n  
promoting c m u n i t r  and preventa t ive  hea l th .  

C m u n ~ i y  h e a l t h  has had a chequered h i s t o r y .  I t ' s  great  
achievements r e s t s  on the great  pub l t c  e n g i n e e r ~ n g  p r o ~ e c t s  a t  the 
t u r n  0 4  the century,  c lean waterand sewage d~sposal ( i n  A u s t r a l i a  
most 09 the maJor t w n s  and c l t ~ e s  weren't 4 u l l r  sewered u n t r l  
l a rge  programmes o f  the seuent ies) ,  and the l a rge scale v a c c ~ n a t i o n  
and screening programmes 0 4  t h i s  c e n t u r y . l t  would be + a i r  t o  say 
t h a t  since the emergence 09 e4 fec t i ve  chemotherap~es I n  the 40's 
our c u l t u r e  has becume mare r e l i a n t  on the treatment 09 disease a t  
the s ~ t e  of the person r a t h e r  than a t tempt ing  Pa J I R I P ,  con ta in  and 

m i t i ga te  i t  a t  the soc ia l  l e v e l ,  
The danger 04 t h i s ,  aside Qrm i t s  enormous cost ,  ts  best  
ex tmp l i9 ied  by the awKwardness 0 4  the medical community i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  A.I.D.S. Here we have a syndrome which i s  , I n  the curent  and 
+orseeable con jec ture ,  un t rea tab le  (and given the nature 09 the 
imunosuppressant chemotherapies, perhaps undesirable #o r  the 

A. I .D.S.  pa t ien t ) .The o n l y  c++er t i ve  containment measures appear t o  
be I n  secur lng the b lood supply and I n  the implementation o f  safe 
sex p rac t i ces . In  c e r t a i n  cases we are r e l a t i v e l y  +or tunate  i n  t h a t  
the gay contmuntir and Phc p r o s t i t u t e s  ae h i g h l y  organised and are 
r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  negot ia te  w i t h ;  other  groups , such as the 
o c c a s ~ o n a l l y  b isexual  mar r ied  men ape much more d i f i c u l t  t o  
reacR.This i s  precisely the l i m i t a t i o n  04 the cu r ren t  medical 
education and pract ice.Having negot ia ted and secured the p o s i t l e n  
o f  Phe presc r ibe r ,  the medical community doesn't secm t o  be able t o  
move any QartRer,As suggested e a r l i e r  the cu r ren t  medical c m u n i t r  
+eels extremely akward about having t o  negot ia te  techniques w i t h  a 
c m u n i t r  t h a t  on average knows more about the s rnd rme than 
doctors,and has actiuely implemented i t s  own containmant measures ( 

eg safe sex).  



The key p o i n t  here 1s t h a t  sa+e sex was der rved  + ran  3 O  
e p i d e m i o l i o g i c a l  ~ n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  da ta ,  so t h a t  I n  a sense, ~t I S  

d e r i v e d  from medical  knowlege.But r t s  imblementat ion r e q u ~ r e d  a  
d ~ f f c r e n t  g t y l e  t o  what genera l  p r a c t i c e  and h o s p ~ t a l s  seem t o  be 

' c u r r e n t l y  capable o f . I t  r e q u ~ r e d  a  h i g h  degree 04 a c t ~ v ~ t r  i n  the 
c m u n r t y  and a use of  n o n- t r a d i t i o n a l  personnel ,  and an adap ta t i on  
04 technique and p r l n ~ c i p l e .  

T h 1 4  1 5  the broadersense 04 SICH's c a l l  f o r  c m u n i  t y  and 
p r e u e n t a f ~ v e  heal  th,We are no t  ~ u s t  a rqu lng  f o r  the b r i c k s  and 
mor ta r  ahd personnel f o r  the c m u n ~ t y  h e a l t h  cen t res ,  we are  
a r g u l n g  about the d r s t i n c t ~ o n  as t o  where the h e a l t h  practices 
shou ld  be p laced  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the c m u n i t r  .We are n o t  o b j e c t i n g  
t o  t h e  Chemotherap~es o r  su rge ry ,  bu t  aga tns t  the war I n  which 
h e a l t h  has become s t r u c t u r e s  around the l r s ~ o n  I n  a s p e c i f i c  body, 
rn the case o f  Med s tuden ts ,  the doc to r  s ~ n p l y  as a p r e s c r ~ b e r  o r  
s u ~ g e o n  , 
The ach~euernent o f  t h i s  o b ~ e c t l v e  no t  o n l y  r e q u l r e s  a  a broad < I n  
the d t s c r p l l n a r y  sense 1 range 04 s k t l l ~ . ,  bu t  a l oosen ing  o f  
d ~ s c i p l  i n a r r  boundarics.The c o n d ~ t o n  04 a person's h e a l t h  c a l n  be 
understood as be ing  c a n s t ~ t u t e d  i n  the  community, the e f f e c t s  o f  
the  q u a l i t y  and s t y l e  0 4  d ~ e t  h o u s ~ n g ,  employment e t c .  as  much as 
v e c t o r s  o f  disease a re  a l l  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  the genera l  h e a l t h  04 
the community.1t 1 5  the p o s s ~ b ~ l t r  a4 i n t e r v e n i n g  a t  this l e v e l  
t h a t  1s 04 p a s s ~ o n a t e  i n t e r e s t  t o  S I C H ,  
We are  a l s o  a b road l y  based group,  and t h ~ s  a r t ~ c l e  r e f l e c t s  one 
area o f  d ~ s c u s s l o n  w r  t h ~ n  S1CH.I- f  you are i n t e r e s t e d  I n  Hea l t h  and 
Educat ion,  and a re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r s i a r m i n g  i t ,  then SIC# c e r t a ~ n l r  
r e q u t r e s  YOU. 

WRY GALLPIGHER 
N a t ~ o n a l  coo rd ina to r  04 S I C H  (198d) 
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PRACTICAL THINGS SICH DOES 

*Provides the o p p o r t u n ~ t y  and resources for you to develop and 
pursue your ideas and i n ~ t i a t i v e s  in community health. 
%Publish a quarterly broadsheet "Catalrstu that looks at education 

health and welqare issues. 
* O r g a n ~ s e s  a Vacation placement scheme in communitr health centres 
and projects .Each placement I S  of four weeks duration and can 
involve a l ~ v i n g  allowance of up to a hundred dollars a week 
aLobbi e s  and organ ises student lobbying for changes in the 
education and health systems 
%Advises other bodies on health policies, a s  well a s  providing 
representatives for management and policy commitees. 
%Gives students access to ofQice Qacilities, money, mailing lists, 
1n0ormation on the healthlwelfare system, and many other resources. 
% O r g a n ~ s e s  workshops and meetings, including the National Health 
and Weldare Students conference w h ~ c h  critically analyses the 
Health and Welfare system 
trAs well a s  many other initiatives that SICH students develop 
You can contact SICH In Sydney at 6995301 or drap into our National 
049ice at 243 Cleveland street (Cnr. Chalmers and Cleveland). 
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DRS began I n  V l c t o r l a  In 15'73 and i n  NW i n  1974 , s t a r t e d  by a 
group o f  doctors who w ~ s h e d  t o  i nd i ca te  tha t  not  a l l  medical 
p r a c t ~ t i o n e r s  were opposed t o  the ~ n t r o d u c t i o n  of a un iversa l  
h e a l t h  Insurance scheme .Whl l e  t h i s  soc r e t y  supported the 
~ n t r o d u c t i o n  0 4  Medibank and, I n  1983 , 04  Hedlcare, I P  has never 
considered tha t  e l t h e r  scheme would provide more than a bas is  f o r  
f u r t h e r  progress.The s o c ~ e t y ' s  lmrnediate and long term aims have 
been t o  present a balanced, moderate viewpoint on necessary rc9orms 
t o  many aspects 0 4  the Aus t ra l Ian  Helath care system. - 

Over the years , the DRS c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  the hea l th  care 
debate .have ranged w lde .at was an e a r l  Y issue 0 4  our journa l  'New 
Doctoru I n  1979, whtch aroused i n t e r e s t  i n  the need +or re+orm i n  
the laws r e l a t t n g  t o  Occupational Heal th and SaQety and which 
t r i g g e r e d  an o 9 9 i c 1 a l  enqucry and mendments  t o  the laws i n  NSW. 
DRS research drew p u b l l c  and media a t t e n t i o n  t o  the very h igh  
comparative r a t e s  o+ e l e c t i v e  surgery i n  NW hosp i ta l s -The  +acts ,  



which were i n i t i a l l y  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  denied by the p r o f f e s s i o n a l  
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assoca i t ions  were even tua l l y  t o  becmee so genera l l y  accepted as t o  
lnduce those very organ lsa t ions  t o  i n s t i t u t e  t h e i r  own e n q u i r i e s . l t  
was a l so  the DRS Subm~ss~on  t o  the J o l n t  Parliamentary C m i t e e  of 
Pub l i c  Accounts which a l e r t s  the Commonwealth Heal th department and 
the general p u b l l c  t o  the ex tent  04 medical over se rv i c ing ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the areas 0 4  pathology and rad io logy ,  which are a  
Qeature 0 4  the present h e a l t h  serv ices .  
I t  I S  qur te  tu re  , as our c r i t i c s  f requen t l y  po tn t  out , that  the 
DRS represents on1 y about 1% i 4  the medical prodession across 
Austra1ia.Perhaps t h i s  I S  necessarily so! DRS os q u i t e  u n l i k e l y  t o  
ever become the 'Establ~shment '  and , i 4  ~t ever should, someone 
would have form a  new s o c i e t y '  

I t  i s  important t ha t  there should always be a c o n f r a t e r n i t y  
where doctors  whose minds have not  stopped growing, whose ideas and 
idea ls  Rave not  a t roph ied and whose concern 4or t h e i r  p ro f fess ion  
and i t s  r o l e  i n  p r o v i d ~ n g  h igh  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  care t o  a l l  
Aus t ra l i ans  i s  no t  greater  than t h e i r  preoccupation w i t h  t h e i r  
i n d i v i d u a l  careers and bank balances, can meet together and d iscuss 
t h e i r  ideas.Important , too , tha t  our q u a t e r l ~  journa l  , "New 
Doctorw,  whose pages have been host t o  so many 
9orward-thinking-writers over the years, should cont inue as a  forum 
f o r  informed debate. 

D id  you read the September 1984 issue 09 "New Doctor" ,  i n  
which an Aus t ra l Ian  professor of C m u n i t y  Medicine, who spent h i s  
sabbat ica l  s tudy ing h te  Eng l ish  Nat iona l  Heal th Service, wrote on 
"The Work 09 Eng l ish  GPsu? Do h i s  ideas cocur w l t h  what you have 
read elsewhere? I n  the same issue read what a  d i s t i ngu ished  Eng l ish  
medical w r i t e r  has t o  say on the sub jec t  , 'Where i s  General 
p r a c t i c e  going ?" In the December 1984 issue, reed what a  young 
A u s t r a l i a n  doctor ,  who has spent most 09 h i s  pro4fessional  l i f e  
work ing i n  C m u n i t y  h e a l t h  centres,  t h i n k s  about t t h e  problem and 



rewards o f  t h a t  type o+ h e a l t h  care del ivery,And i n  the l a t e s t  34 
issue o f  the Journal ,  read what an i n t e r n  i n  h i s  Q i r s t  year out i n  
a NSW h s p ~ t a l  t h ~ n k s  about h i s  expsrlsnces o+ "Coping i n  Gas."' 

What i s  the Quture ob medical p r a c t i c e  i n  Aust ra l~a?What  0 4  
"entrepreneur la1 medicinen? And these Heal th Maintenance 
O r ~ e n i s a t i o n s  0 4  whlch the C m o n w e a l t h  Department 0 4  Heal th seems 
c u r r e n t l y  so enamoured 3 Medical manpower - I S  A u s t r a l l a  t r a ~ n i n g  
too many doctors' 

I f  you have ~ d e a s  and concerns about these and other 
quest~ons-YOU would be very welcome Pa share I n  d iscuss ions  h e l d  a t  
D.R,S.  (NSW) meetrngs, which are held:  

On the  FQUPPR Thursday each 
monthvat 8 p..m.At 243 Cleu@land SttCnr C h a l a c ~ s  ST),RedQ@rnnnnnnn 

I f  y w  decrde t o  become a member, the STUDEN? M04BERSWIQ FEE 
I S  on ly  $10 p.a. 

T h ~ s  e n t r t l e s  YOU t o  a t tend  a l l  meetings and recelue the 
q u a r t e r l y  ~ourna1,Wew Doctorn and l o c a l  news le t te rs .  

Subscr ipt ton t o  "New Doctor" +or non members i s  922p.a 
FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION and a camp1 ~ m e n t a r r  copy 09 the 

Journal ,send- --- e t o  : 
Doctors' ReQorm Society 09 N.S.W. 

B . O .  BOX 11 Stracbecry H i l l s , n w  2012 
T e l :  (02)  319-177. 

"You !r!ue 1 1  lo 1 1 ~ ~  pnlienl ,  lhcn 
wonder tc9lrni'.s qoinq to trappen " 
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H.A.P.W. 
The Sydney Unl  branch 04 the Hedlcal  Assoc ia t ion  ?or  the 

prevent ion  04 War (SIJPWPW- t r y  saying tha t  on Saturday n i g h t  a t  
M ~ n t o ! )  i s  open, i n  p a r t ~ c u l a r  t o  medical and dentat s tudents.  

I t  i s  a m a l l  s o c i a t y  which organises t a l k s ,  video and he lps  
coordinate the Palm Sunday Peace march.We are a 4 4 i l i a t e d  w i t h  the 
NSW branch o f  MAPW w h i c h  i s  on t u r n  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  IPPW ( t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Physic ians f o r  the Prevent ion 04 Nuclear W a r )  which 
won t h e  1985 Pdabrl Peace p r i z e .  

Our s o c i e t y  exis ts  t o  educate and i n i s rm people about the 
greates t  t h rea t  t o  p u b l i c  h c l a t h  i n  the modern wor ld ,  and one which 
i s  preventable but NOT ccurabl e .  

I 4  tou would l i k e  Po h e l p  contac t  me- Chr is topher Blackwel l  
c r t h e r  a t  home on 5332433, o r  through the Medical Society.We will 
be h o l d i n g  a meet ing and sme s o r t  04 Qunct i on on the e a r l  r p a r t  0 4  

P e r m . C m e  along and l e a r n  something. 
Chr is topher BlacKwell Mcd 1V 

See you a t  M i n t o !  
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THE STUDENTS' REPWESMATIVE COWCIL 

L i t t l e  may you suspect ~ t ,  but you have a l r e a d y  met the SRC rn swne 
shape o r  form.For a s t a r t  t h e r e ' s  the  $25 o+ your en ro l lmen t  9ee 
whrch t h e  SRC r e c e i v e s . ( g i v i n g  rt a budget o f  about $300,000) With 
a l l  Phrs ~t organ lses  D'Week ,  prints a w e e k l y  newspaper, t h e  Honi 
S o t t ,  g lues  out movie concess ion passes, and much more,The SRC 
o94ice can be Qound I n  the basement 04 the Wcntworth bldg. 

M e d i c a l  s tuden t s  par scant  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the SRC.AQter a l l ,  
Medsoc handles most  of our  prob lems w i t h  the Unt .fled students see 
the SRC as a group 04 money wastrng pollitica! h a c k s ,  who do v e r y  
I r t t l e  for them.Whr1e t h i s  may be t r u e  i n  some r espec t s ,  i t  4s an 
u n e c e s s a r l l y  p e s s r m f s t l c  u iew.A f te r  a l l ,  swnc Med s tuden t s  I t e  Good 
Guys) a re  u s u a l l y  SRC r e p ~ e ~ e n t a t r v e s  and t h e  5RC does p u b l i s h  the 
Hon i So r t . 

For more in+ormat ron ,  see "on1 S o i Q V l r o u  won't be a b l e  t o  
mlss i t ) ,  o r  go down t o  Wentwarth l e u e l  1, 



THE UOdlU-34 AND MEDIWL STUDENTS 
When you e n r o l l e d  t h ~ s  rear  some 0 4  your enrolment money went t o  
the U n i v e r s ~ t y  of Sydney Un~on.What 1 5  the Un~on?  Q u ~ t e  stmply, the 
Unlon 1s a student run o r g a n ~ s a t ~ o n  dedrcated t o  mak~ng  1 1 f @  at  Unr 
more mean~ngfu l  than merely g e t t r n g  a degree.The Unron p r o v ~ d e s  
c a t e r l n g  s e r v ~ c e s ,  r e c r e a t ~ o n ,  and an atmosphere w h e r e n U n ~ v e r s l P ~  
L r f e "  can be experienced t o  the f u l l .  

When you recelue your guide t o  the Union's se rv l ces  take some 
t ~ m e  t o  study 1 9  c a r e 4 u l l y . I t  1s your g u ~ d e  t o  t a k ~ n g  advantage of 
the fees YOU invested In  the Unron.However I w r l l  outline some 0 4  
the serv lces  tha t  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p l ~ c a b l e  t o  Medical students. 
F i r s t ,  the Bosch food o u t l e t  1 5  run  by the Unron.lN 1985, the 
se rv l ce  was g r e a t l y  expanded t o  ~ n c l u d e  a b ~ g g e r  range o f  food and 
"Ca9e Bosch " a s  you see ~t today. 
Second, many Medsoc functrons such as t h ~ s  book le t ,  M ~ n t o ,  O'Week 
are subsrdised by the Union's Clubs and S o c ~ e t ~ e s  Fund.In 1986 
$50000 w l l l  be made a v a ~ l a b l e  i n  d ~ r e c t  subs id ies  t o  the Club5 on 
campus. 
T h i r d ,  the Unton r s  responsrble f o r  s t o c k ~ n g  and r n a l n t a ~ n ~ n g  the 
Outside Common Rooms a t  the teaching hospitals.When rou  enter  Med 
I I I  you w i l l  begin t o  spend increas ing time o f f  campus, a t  the 
hosp i ta ls .Th is  means tha t  desp i te  paying your Union fees year a f t e r  
r e a r ,  you w i l l  no t  be able t o  take advantage 0 4  the numerous Union 
f a c i l i t i e s  on campus.Howeuer, the fees you pay are used instead P O  
e s t a b l i s h  Common Rooms f o r  the use of s tudents a t  each 
hospital .These Common Rooms w i l l  become your "home away from home" 
and a l l  the f a c i l i t i e s  such as b ~ l l i a r d  tables,  TV's,  music 
systems, even newspapers are prov ided f o r  you by the Union from 
Your Qaes.The Union a l s o  funds p a r t i e s  and get- togethers organised 
by Medsoc +or s tudents and h o s p i t a l s .  

How d i d  a l l  t h i s  happen? W e l l  the medical soc ie ty  has f o r  many 
years been able t o  vote i t s  rep resen ta t i ves  t o  the Unron board, 
us ing  the lobby ing fo rces  0 4  1300 Union Members.. ..Who j u s t  happen 



%% 
t o  be medical  s t u d e n t s . l n  1986 there  a r e  th ree  medical  s tudents  on 
the board: A lan  Cass ( P r e s i d e n t ) ,  Choong Siew Ydhg ( V i c e  p r e s i d e n t }  
and Andrew Dwyer ( D i r e c t o r ) . T h e s e  people have your i n t e r e s t s  i n  
mind and a r e  a t  your d i s p o s a l . l +  YOU have any q u e r i e s  do not 
h e s i t a t e  t o  contac t  us through the Union O f f i c e  , l e v e l  5 Wentworth 
b l  dg. 

0 



Duvlng the next  4ew weeks you ' r e  golng t o  be plagued w ~ t h  a l l  
t r p c s  od hassles both b ~ g  and small rang ing frm t r y i n g  t o  get 
TEAS, f l n d r n g  a house t o  l i v e  I n  or 4rnd1ng the t o i l e t s ,  
CWACV KNOWS HOW t o  he lp  w ~ t h  problems l i k e  these or 09 we can't  
ue know someone w h ~  can'  
CONTACT 1s run  br 50 undergraduate vo lunteers  rn second year or  
above so they Know the problems t h a t  you may have as a new student 
and those c m o n  t o  a l l  s tudents .  
CONTACT rs open Monday Po Frrday 10 a.m. t o  3 p . m .  a t  l e u e l  1, 
Mann~ng house du r ing  term.Or you can phone us on 6601355 c x t  236 or  
259. 
I F  YOU ARE 1N SECWJD YEAR OR ABWE.....and ape in te res ted  i n  
h e l p i n g  other  s tudents as w e l l  as l e a r n l n g  heaps about Unl l i f e  
cane and see Margaret a t  the Contact Desk, l e v e l  1 ,  Manning House 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. or  phone 6606355 ext236 or 259. 

GOOD LUCK FOR 1786. 
The Contact C o l l e c t i v e  

SCHOOL TUTORIHG P R D G M E  
Over the pas t  two r e a r s  the SCHOOL TUlORING PROGRfWHE has helped 
over 70 students dram disadvantaged h igh  schools on the inner c l t r  
area.Volunteer undergraduates have tu to red  high school students 
9rwn the local area i n  essay w r i t i n g ,  study s k ~ l l s ,  exam technique 
and many other areas. 
I F  YOU ARE IN SECOND YEAR DR A B W E , . . . , . . a n d  are i n te res ted  i n  
becoming invo lved i n  a p r o j e c t  l i k e  t h i s ,  cane down t o  the Contact 
desk, l e v e l  6 Manning house and ask Margaret f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s . 0 ~  i 4  
you c a n Y t  make i t  persona l ly  phone 6601355 ex t .  236 or 259. 





On campus @ High interest bearing cheque account I 
wlth no bank charges and/or 

we've got dl the s Card operated Savlngs account 
money clues with A? a Easy access to Bankcard 

e Simple savings plans 
9 Student Deferred Loans also available 

for student needs 

We'd Like tc help you get your financial 
act together. So call in at your nearest 

y ~ a t i o k l  Australia Bank today. 
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